WOMEN OF FAITH STAND FOR TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS

—compiled by Kim Allphin

Start with all the YW together except for the YOh9lace. 4 torch bearers (Liahonas) take onemeta time
of YW & leaders (4th years®yrs, 2 yrs and last Lyrs) down the trail toward the gym. They will gtim front of
each of the 6 scripture hero’s scenes along thenast

LIAHONAS 1-4: Takes a group out, one group approx every 5 mirfi@issers, | am Liahona and much like the
Liahona in Lehi’s time | am here to show you theediion to go into the wilderness. We are herggturin a
wilderness much as Lehi once was. In the worldiveein today, there is much that is complicateddfusing &

like a wilderness, it is easy to lose our way. WM&y feel, like we have no light to find our way.a¥enly Father has
given us light in many ways to help us pass safelyugh our wilderness. One way is through thevextas of
women in the scriptures- often they made a diffeedoy living the values they held dehight your torch & follow
me back through time as we visit with Women of lrartho Stand for Truth & Righteousnes£atch YW receives a
small torch - flashlight noy

RUTH & NAOMI Scene: hay bails & holding wheat in hand baska@ped white sheets, soft music
Naomi- | am Naomi and this is Ruth and we represent éheevFaith. There was a great famine in the lantudea.
My husband, Elimelech, and | took our 2 boys aed thur home near Bethlehem and went to the lanab.
Moab was primarily made up of the descendants gfAlbraham’s nephew; however, it was a land that mach
different from our home for it was a nation of idtdrs. My husband and | agonized over the challehgasing our
sons in such a place far from the good influenceunffamily and friends. Not long after moving tam&b our family
suffered the loss of my dear husband Elimelech.Asurned for the loss of my sweetheart | was ldésgith 2
beautiful Moabite daughter-in-laws.

Ruth- I am Ruth one of Naomi’s daughter-in-laws. Orpatl amarried the two sons of Naomi. | was blessét &
good husband and a wonderful mother-in-law. My apiattion and love for Naomi was profound and wediv
happily for 10 years.

Naomi- Then tragedy struck again: both my sons died.evgd my loss and determined to return to my hondelan
and kin. | had nothing to give my daughter-in-laamsl suggested that they return to their families.

Ruth- We both wanted to go with Naomi, but she finallyeimced Orpah to returned to her mother, however, |
would not leave. | pleaded with Naomi to let mevgth her to Bethlehem. | said, “Entreat me notdaJe thee, or to
return from following after thee: for whither thgoest, | will go; and where thou lodgest, | wiltlge: thy people
will be my people, and thy God my God” (Ruth@).1

Naomi- Together we traveled back to Bethlehem.

Ruth- It was harvest time when we arrived. During theveatr men gathered the grain into small buncheshég
worked, some stalks fell to the ground. Poor pew@ee allowed to gather, or glean, the stalkseftind. Because
we had no food, | offered to glean the fields togyain for Naomi and me. (Ruth 2:2).

Naomi- | suggested that Ruth go to the fields of a righte@lative of my husbands named Boaz. Having éshaf
our circumstances Boaz was impressed with Ruthdsligess and kindness that she showed me. Boazenlttie
Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be gitreee of the Lord God of Israel” (Ruth 2:12).

Ruth- Boaz was good to me and told me | could alwaysngteam his fields. He even instructed his harvester
leave grain behind for me to gather (Ruth 2:8-Ngjomi wanted me to have children so she taughtmeustoms of
the Israelites and told me to go to Boaz and adlethis wife. | did what Naomi said to do, and Bdamwing that |
was a virtuous and kind woman, married me (Ruth431R). Because of our faith in God we were bleshealigh
our trials. | became the grandmother of Jesseaterf of King David, and it was through this lilat the Savior
Jesus Christ was born.

MARY & ANGEL Scene: A simple nativity stable witht out cow & sheep, a wooden manger draped
in a blue blanket, music instrumental ‘O Holy Nigktable lanterns for light




MARY: | am Mary and | have inherited divine quadii and strive to develop them. Quiet, serene,mastbut ever
graceful and dignified. | represent Divine Natureias very young when an angel of the Lord appetrede & said,

ANGEL.: "Hall, thou art highly favored. The Lordv&th thee. Blessed art thou among women."
MARY: | felt such confusion and fear, but the ANGE&id

ANGEL: "Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favoitwGod. And shall conceive in thy womb and shalhg forth a
son, and shall call his name Jesus."

MARY: | knew that | had been called to perform aajrthing not possible on my own. But Heavenly Eatilessed
me with the divine qualities that | needed to ke raise the Son of God. | was also blessed embaged to Joseph
of the house of David and a righteous man. He tjindus understanding and love joined me in a aaliiom God to
raise his only begotten. | then married Josephoamgourney began. We traveled to Bethlehem toquaytaxes and
because of no room in the inn; we ended up hetf@isrstable to deliver my baby. It was here thatiacle
happened! It may seem a great thing, to be theenathChrist, but it was not of me. With God, notis
impossible, | was just a girl as young as manyaf,yand | helped a great light, the salvation bftalbe brought into
the world. And now—in my arms—is the Son of Gog, $on. My purpose is complete with his birth, @odn the
world will know their savior has been born. A maho will accomplish things unimaginable for thetiemal life for
in him is the ability to sacrifice everything fdreir salvation—and ming¢Mt. 1:16-23; 2:11:13:55) (1 Ne. 11:1; Mosiah
3:8; Alma 7:10; 19:13

QUEEN ESTHER & SERVANT Scene: Palace setting with golden riches & tapestgy

I am Queen Esther that you read about in the @ktament. | represent Individual Worth. | was bohen the Jews
were in captivity in Babylon. After my parents pad@way, my cousin Mordecai who raised me as &g tMs own
daughter took me in. The Queen of our land, Vastds commanded to appear before the king, buteshsad. This
disobedience made the king so angry that he remdastiti from the throne. To find a new queen, ladi fairest
maidens in the land were brought to the king tovglee would find favor in his eyes. | was chosed arade the new
gueen. However, the king did not know that | waw.JThe King’s counselor was Haman. Haman wantedyene
to bow to him and give him reverence, but my cousiardecai would not give reverence to anyone batltord.
Haman obtained an order from the king that Mordeadi all the Jews be put to death! This was myrdit@: It was
against the law to approach the king without besmgnmoned. Such an act was punishable by deattwelfe to
remain quiet, | would enjoy a life of luxury andseal could live the life of a queen or risk melib save my family
and people. My cousin, Mordecai said to me: “Whowath whether thou art come to the kingdom for sutime as
this?” His words were true, who knew whether | wame to the kingdom for such a time as this. edgky cousin,
Mordecai to gather all the Jews in Shushan andHias¢ days for me. Spiritually prepared, | appheal the king.
With every step | wondered, “Will he hold out tloyal scepter?” “Will he condemn me to death?” “Mdié drop me
into poverty and oblivion?” | stood before the kicalmly knowing that | was totally vulnerable. I$@knew that |
had appealed to God for help and that there wasat ghoral wrong about to be committed. | hadawdsponsible
to God who made me, no matter what the moral caresesgs. The king received me and | invited the kimg)
Haman to a feast | had arranged. During the fétstan’s plot was unveiled and my cousin, Mordeeegived
great honors. Young Women, you are like me, Esthen. must prepare because your time has come. YO8 ™
possess the spiritual strength to overcome youtertges, laying your faults on the altar & givinguwy lives to the
Lord. Whether we are rich or poor, popular or pgpular, we are all the same in the eyes of thé.Lide is not a
respecter of persons or stature. He knows us liorwe are & treasures our Individual Worth becamvsare all of
Royal Birth.

EVE & GARDEN ATTENDANT Scene: Eden, a lush garden feel, rainforesingts music

I am Eve. | was the first Woman on the eartlepresent knowledge. | was in the Garden of Edelm mit husband,
Adam. My husband, Adam, held the Priesthood as&hted in matriarchal partnership with the Pathatc
priesthood. | was at Adam’s side as an intelligeantributing, and equal partner. Mine was thednai being the
first Mother. 1 felt a great responsibility to tdamy children. As a mother, | called upon the Lorgrayer. | made
known to my children the difference between good ewil. | also taught them redemption and etelifealvhich
God giveth unto all the obedient. | also taughtahydren to read and write. We were record keep#raas




important for me to teach my children to keep @mnguage pure and undefiled. The Lord has saidiciige
diligently "Things both in heaven—Astronomy. "Anmdthe earth—Everything pertaining to the cultivataf the
soil. "And under the earth—Mineralogy, geology,. &ichings which have been—History, in all its brhas. "Things
which must shortly come to pass—Prophecies. "Thivigish are at home and abroad—Domestic and foreign
politics. "Wars—perplexities—judgment—The signglod times, by which the observer may know thaididne of
the Lord is at hand. "A knowledge of countries &mdyjdoms—physical and political geography, langsagéc.
"These studies, the Lord considers necessary. [B&B0 quoted.] God does not require all His sewémbecome
doctors, or professors, or even profound studeitsese subjects, but He expects them to know énotithese
things to be able to magnify their callings as &hsbassadors to the world.” You Young Women hawarag|
Prophet, Gordon B. Hinckley, who teaches the ingyaré of Being Smart. The Lord wants you to edugaie
minds and hands, whatever your chosen field. Yastrrain yourselves. Seek for the best schodairaglable.
Become a workman of integrity in the world thaslehead of you. | repeat, you will bring honothte Church and
you will be generously blessed because of thatitrgi The most important knowledge in the worldaspel
knowledge. Itis a knowledge of God and his lasighose things that men must do to work out thalvation with
fear and trembling before the Lord. (Gen. 1,2,8¥8: (Moses 2:27; 3:21-25; 4:6-27; 5:1-27; 6:ABr. 4:2731)

SARIAH & NEPHI'S WIFE  Scene: simple tent in the wilderness and rug artfon the ground, baskets,
blankets, wilderness/forest sounds on tape, lightiiki torches / lanterns

| am Siariah and | represent Choice and AccolilittabThroughout a life of many adventures whileing the wife
to the prophet, Lehi, | learned of the great imgoce of choice and accountability in our lives. Whige Lord
instructed my husband, Lehi, to leave the comfoirsur home in Jerusalem, it was truly a test @ahféor my family.
Because Lehi did prophesy unto the people conagthieir iniquity and they were seeking to destriylifie, we
packed up and left the home we loved, leaving lmkbur gold and silver and all precious things. eA# long, trying
journey into the wilderness, the Lord would thendseny sons back to Jerusalem to retrieve the saeosdds from
Laban. As a mother who loves her sons, | naturatlyried and also truly mourned because | belighieg were
perished in the dessert. | spoke harshly to mpé&nd saying, “You have led us out from the landwfbirth and
now my sons are no more.” Although, my faith weisrggthened as | withnessed my sons return. |khew that the
Lord was protecting my family and leading us thriougy husband, a prophet of God. | remember githagks to
God for the sure knowledge that He was guidindhusugh the wilderness and | did stop murmuringorie
testimony to my sons saying, “now | know of a sytbtt the Lord hath commanded my husband to fleethe
wilderness, yea, | also know of a surety that tbhedlhath protected my sons and delivered them failiechands of
Laban, and given them power whereby they couldraptish the thing which the Lord hath commanded them
Though the travel continued to be difficult and thals great, the Lord turned my weaknesses ittemgths and my
burdens felt light with the help of the Lord. Mydband’s visions continued throughout the wildesnbst not all
were blessed to see or even understand the vigimhsistructions from the Lord. This led to manguements and
hurt feelings amongst our family. As the mothbis wveighed very heavy on my heart, but the Lodgde: me make
good choices to continue to lead my family, withhl.én love and peace. As I reflect upon our jayrand
experiences through the wilderness, |, Sariah, nstaled that choice and accountability for the goawl lead us with
or against the Lord’s will. Let us all choose tgrough our own journey of life-en the Lord’s side.

EMMA SMITH & CHILD

Scene: 1800’s feel, rocking chair with yellow quillap & a side table with oil lamp & scriptures &ld hymnal,
early hymns played ithe background

| am Emma Smith and | represent Good Woilkee Lord blessed me from my childhood throughoutadylt years
to enjoy serving and loving others through goodksorMy family was the first permanent settlersf@wrmony,
Pennsylvania and | was the seventh of nine childreanjoyed riding horses and canoeing on thej&efsanna with
my brothers. | attended school whenever oppostypetmitted, including a year beyond the commomgmnar
school education of my brothers and sisters. Athg childhood experiences prepared me for a tietof good
works. After marrying Joseph Smith, a former empkpf my father, on Jan. 18, 1827, many new andiedul
adventures took place. Being the wife of the pea the Lord lead to many blessings and expegetitat built my
testimony daily. In the fall of 1827, Joseph reed the gold plates and began to translate thedirested by the



Lord. | was able to serve as a scribe during #rly gart of the translation of the Book of Mormohremember
relieving Oliver Cowdery when he tired from writingam satisfied that no man could have dictatedviriting of
the manuscripts unless he was inspired. Josepliwlaiate to me hour after hour; and when retugrafter meals,
or after interruptions, he would at once begin veh®z had left off, without either seeing the manipsor having
any portion of it read to him. As a witness tasthpiritual work, | knew the Lord was directing imysband. In 1830
| was instructed by the Lord to compile a book winims for the Church, a task that took me five yéausomplete.
Also when the Relief Society was organized in Nauwol1842, | was called as the first general pesid Through
this calling | was able to care for many ill andvieess Saints in addition to my own children arekpb’s extended
family. Although | experienced the great blesdimgerform good works throughout my life, | alsareed to endure
many great trials and hardships. Joseph and éleaen children, two of whom were adopted. Sikhofe little
ones died at birth, in infancy, or early childhoddlidn’t know a settled home until Nauvoo. Wéfseted much
tribulation, was robbed and ridiculed, and we oftemt hungry during Joseph’s long absences duaposonment
or duties as the prophet of the church. | strugygpeprovide for the children during those timédthough | have
experienced much persecution and sorrow, | have aele, with the Lord’s help, to endure those tabons and
maintain faith in God. | feel a divine trust in Gthat all things shall work for good. The Lorddded me with
several significant blessings. Section 25 of tleetbne and Covenants, was addressed directly toTe#ing me
that “Behold thy sins are forgiven thee, and tadwan elect lady, whom | have called.” This wageat strength to
me through many trying times. My sacrifice andiwgness to give up the pleasures of this worltbtow my
husband were described by my mother-in-law, Lucgl@mith. She spoke kind words when she saidhatie
never seen a woman in my life, who would endureyespecies of fatigue and hardship, from month tmth, and
from year to year, with that unflinching courageal and patience which she has ever done; foowkhat which
she has had to endure--she has been tossed upacete of uncertainty--she has breasted the stofmersecution,
and buffeted the rage of men and devils, which @alve borne down almost any other women.” Iniee@bs the
Lord spoke to me, Emma Smith, as well as each ofwloen he said... "If Thou art faithful and walkthe paths of
virtue before me, | will preserve Thy life and Thshall receive an inheritance in Zion.” It is imgpe that each of
us can be faithful to the gospel. | personallgwrhow hard life’s trials can become, but we mustquer these
hardships by loving and serving others through georks.

FINALE: All the Women of the scriptures follow the lagiugy of YW to the finale and then stand in linethen
side. All YW are sitting on the ground a powempgicture presentation up on the wall of WOMEN THE
SCRIPTURES, (pictures to rotate 3 times for a tofe&80 minutes until the final group arrives)

LIAHONA #5 : Address the entire groupe are in a wilderness, but we are not withouttligiVe have many
Liahonas to be our examples and guides - our Ptppheparents, our leaders, and the scripturesst Mnportant,
the Lord has said, "l will be your light in the dérness; and | will prepare the way before yoit,36 be that ye shall
keep my commandments. And we have our own lightiwitis.

(Scene: YCLs - Stripling mothers enter. They starficbnt of a mural of a Mayan temple & Aztec backmd music)

#1 WARRIOR MOTHER: "I am amother of a stripling warrior , nameless, and shall remain so because |
represent all valiant mothers who lived with iniggr(pointing over towards the other mother®ur country was in
a great war, but our husbands had buried theirdsv&@rcovenanted with the Lord to never raise argara Now the
land was being ravaged and many of our people dgng.

Our sons, not bound by the covenant of the fatleerdd no longer stand by without defending thetif of our
people. We mothers taught our sons to keep thenasmdments of God, and they walked with integritiole Him.
Although our boys were naive & idealistic becaumsythad never fought, they did not fear death.

We mothers had to show the greatest courage bewausrderstood the true cost of the sacrifice abmbe made.
We were full of fear of letting go while at the satmme we had the comfort of knowing that the Lawalld be
watching over our children in His righteous endeaVée had the Integrity to stand for what we kneasworrect.



#2 WARRIOR MOTHER : I too send my son as a warrior. After the gredtidaahe Nephites emerged
victorious, but not without great loss of life. Buhen Helaman numbered the stripling warriordjisogreat joy, not
one soul of them had been lost. Yea, they hadniowgh the strength of God, and never were memknto have
fought with such miraculous strength and with sombhty power. A child cannot go down a path unknda him.
A mother must go before him, carrying a light towstthe way, we as mothers are commanded to teacthddren
to walk upright before the LordAIma 24,27, 53:16\Ve have had the moral courage to make our actionsistent
with our knowledge of right and wrong.

Later Christ came to our land and blessed our pééidbase prepare yourselves to become mothensegjrity and
to stand as a witness of Him.

LIAHONA #5 : “, Liahona, like each of you, have been giventbele calling to become a righteous influence,
to stand as witnesses of God in all times and inldhings and in all places, while we strive to livéhe Young
Women values we hold dear.”

Gordon B. Hinckley Ensign,Nov. 1989, 94(recorded talk) Isee young women, radiant in the beauty of youtigse virtue is
more precious than rubies—young women who are bagt who study with enthusiasm and diligence &oriehe word of the
Lord and also to equip themselves to take thergdavith honor and ability in the world in whiclethwill live. | see young
women who know the word of God and can quote ity Whow the standards of the Church and live by theho have a sense
of worth and a wondrous sensitivity to the beaubielife and nature, music and art; who treaswithtand seek to enlarge their
understanding of iWho have determined that worthiness to enter thedofithe Lord for a divine endowment and an eterna
sealing is the most desirable of all goals. Caroaaydoubt that there is something divine within3/dRlease know that we do
love you & that we are concerned with your happreesdaughters of God & as our sisters in the @hlifooked into the eyes
of beautiful young women—women of virtue and sttérand capacity, young women who knew much of psgp® goodness
and art and learning. To you women, | wish to issaballenge tonight. That challenge is to risthéostature of the divine
within you. As you have been told, yours is a gadheritance. “l am a child of God” is not an idleroeaningless statement.

You were there “when the morning stars sang togeéimel all the sons [and daughters] of God shaiatejby.” (Job 38:7) You
brought some of that inheritance with you when game “trailing clouds of glory ... from God who isrdvome.” (William
Wordsworth, “Ode: Intimations of Immortality fromeRollections of Early Childhood,”)

You were there when “there was war in heaven: Methad his angels fought against the dragon. ...V (R2:7, 9)
You were among those who chose to follow the pladiom who became our Redeemer rather than thegdlaim
who became our adversary. Great and marvelousuisplace in the plan of God our Eternal Fathers gloaose to
Come unto Chrisftape ends)

Women are the modern day LDS heroes of today -afeiWWomen of Faith- just like the women of the scriptu
that you have visited with tonight. Mary, the matiof Christ, and our great prophet Joseph Smitie wely teens,
like you, when our Heavenly Father heard their eong and answered their prayers

Our Savior’s love is endless and he has a gresitedi®or us to follow him because He is the way dredlight. His
plan is the only plan for true happiness throughretl families. Again | wish to repeat Presidenidfiey's challenge
to us tonight. That challenge is to rise to théuseaof the divinity within you. YOUNG WOMEN OF THEE
LATTER-DAYS! HOLD YOUR TORCHES HIGH, THAT CHRIST'SRUE LIGHT THROUGH YOU WILL
SHINE, HIS NAME TO GLORIFY!

Please stand with me and hold your torch high aseai¢e the YW Theme and Motto. Then our closinaypr will
be given by the Stake President.



