
A Father’s Responsibility 
1. Fathers are to be the head of their homes in the 

way the Lord instructed (D&C 121:41-45) 
2. Fathers have the responsibility to physically provide 

for and protect their families. (D&C 83: 2, 4-5) 
3. Fathers love their children and teach them the gos-

pel (D&C 68:25-28) 
4. Fathers who hold the priesthood have the right and 

responsibility to: 
 • Give blessings of comfort to their wife and  
      children 
 • Administer to the sick in their family 
 • Receive inspiration and revelation for their  
   families 
 • Name and bless, baptize, confirm and ordain 
   their children, under the direction of the bishop. 
5. Fathers encourage eligible family members to serve 

as missionaries and receive temple blessings. 
6. Fathers keep the commandments and set good 

examples for their children. 
7. Fathers are worthy companions to their wives. 
8. Fathers counsel often with their families and 

maintain good communication with family members. 
•   •   •   •   •   •   •   •   • 

“God has revealed thorugh his propohets that men are 
to receive the priesthood, become fathers, and with 
gentleness and pure, unfeigned love they are to lead 
and nurture their families in righteousness as the 

Savior leads the Church (see Eph. 5:23).  They have been 
given the primary responsibility for the temporal and 

physical needs of the family.”           
M. Russell Ballard 
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