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Script
by Jenny Phillips

Play the recorded narration: Hyrum Smith

Perform the song: A Great & Marvelous Work

Reader 1: Lorenzo Snow said, “Joseph Smith, whom God chose to establish this
work, was poor and uneducated, and belonged to no popular denomination
of Christians. He was a mere boy, honest, full of integrity . . . Like Moses
he felt incompetent and unqualified for the task . . .” (23 January 1870, JD,
13:287.)

Sometimes we may feel like Joseph Smith—small and unimportant,
unequal to the things we are supposed to do. But the scriptures explain,
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together.” (Romans 8:16-17.)

We are part of this great work today because we are children of God.

Reader 2: Harold B. Lee said, “Who am I? Who are you? You and I are sons and
daughters of the most noble lineage that ever came upon this earth. More
than that, we are all sons and daughters of a heavenly power. May I, with
that glimpse of understanding of who we are, paraphrase those words and
say to you, children of Zion, sons and daughters of noble lineage, youth . .
. I plead with you with all the power of my soul, "Be loyal to the royal
within you." (57-13, p. 12)

Perform the song: Daughter of a King
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Reader 3: Even though the work wasn’t easy for Joseph Smith, the Lord was with
him and sustained him. The Lord is also aware of each of us. Brigham
Young tells us: “He presides over the worlds on worlds that illuminate this
little planet, and millions on millions of worlds that we cannot see; and yet
He looks upon the minutest object of His creations; not one of these
creatures escapes His notice . . . “ (Journal of Discourses, 26 vols.
[London: Latter-day Saints' Book Depot, 1854-1886], 1: 40.)

Reader 4: Just as Satan tries everything in his power to stop the work of the church
from going forward, he also will do everything in his power to keep us
from progressing in our own lives. But the Lord has said,  “ . . . for I will
go before your face. I will be on your right hand and on your left, and my
Spirit shall be in your hearts, and mine angels round about you, to bear
you up.” (D&C 84:88) The Lord is aware of you. He knows you perfectly,
and He understands you completely.

Perform the song: Every Breath

Play the recorded narration: Joseph’s Martyrdom

Perform the song: When We Meet Again

Play the recorded narration: Testimony of Joseph Smith

Perform the song: A Great & Marvelous Work
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Program Instructions
The Program
A Great & Marvelous Work is a musical program that can be put on by wards or stakes. This
35-minute long celebrates the 2005 young women theme, which focuses on Joseph Smith
and the restoration of the church. The program consists of 5 songs, 2 sections of live
narration (with up to 4 readers), and 3 recorded narrations that are played. This performance
doesn’t require any costumes, props, or scenery.

When to put on the Program
You can put on A Great & Marvelous Work any time of the year as a ward or stake fireside,
youth fireside, New Beginnings program, Young Women in Excellence Program, or youth
activity.

What you need to put on the Fireside
• Accompaniment Tracks or sheet music. You may use the accompaniment tracks

included on the CD; use a pianist; or use a combination between the two.
• Copyright Permission. Sheet music for A Great & Marvelous Work may be copied

without permission for noncommercial use. However, music on the CD is copy-
protected and may not be copied. Go to www.jennyphillips/bulkorders for special
reduced pricing on orders of 20 CDs or more.

• A Sound System. Your church should have microphones and microphone hook-ups in
the cultural hall. You will also need a way to play the minus tracks CD. Many times
someone in the ward/stake has a sound system you can borrow, or you can even bring
in a nice boom box.

• Singers. There are 2 songs with choir parts on them, and the rest are solos. You could
perform with as little as 4-people, as a quartet, or you can have as many people as you
want in the choir. We suggest that you have at least 10 people in the choir. You can use
as many or as few soloists as you want. Each song does not need to be performed with a
different soloist.

• Narrator(s). You can use one person to narrate the whole program, or you may use
several different people.

Tips/Ideas
• If you want to put on the program, but don’t feel your youth can learn the choir pieces,

you may choose to just play the songs during the program and get videos or slide shows
made to go with them For “A Great & Marvelous Work” you could take pictures and/or
video footage of the youth in your ward doing activities, reading their scriptures, etc. and
make a video montage of them. For “Fire in Our Hearts” you could play the new church
DVD on Joseph Smith or create your own video using a montage of pictures about
Joseph Smith and our modern day.

• Simply the choir music as much as you need. For example, you don’t need to break out
in parts if it is too difficult for your Young Women.

• You could collect silk plants and trees from your ward/stake and/or make paper trees
and decorate the stage as the sacred grove.
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• Allow yourself plenty of time to practice with your group. It is a good idea to go through
a practice of the whole show to make sure that you understand how to work the sound
equipment and to make sure everyone knows when to come on and off stage.

• You could end with a talk by your bishop, stake president, Young Women’s president
etc. Or you could end with a testimony meeting for your youth.

Downloads & Helps
On www.jennyphillips.com, you can click on “Firesides” and choose “A Great & Marvelous
Work” to download posters, flyers, and other materials for the program. Also, you can email
Jenny (jenny@jennyphillips.com) with any questions you have about putting on the fireside.
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