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In Alma 43-63, Mormon gives considerable detail regarding 
the Nephite/Lamanite wars. In a book written to bring people 
to Christ, some people struggle to see the spiritual relevance 
of such an extensive account of warfare. Determining spiritual 
relevance can be made more puzzling by the fact that most 
accounts of the Nephite wars are either mentioned in passing 
or, at  best, described in only a few verses. One might well 
ponder, therefore, why Mormon—in the economy of gold plate 
inscription—devoted such a lengthy portion of the record to a 
period of warfare that does not ultimately shape the final 
outcome of the record.One possible view of this scripture block 
may relate to strong parallels between the Lamanite leaders 
Zerahemnah and Amalickiah, and Lucifer. Each was an 
apostate who rebelled and sought to “usurp great power over 
[the Nephites]…by bringing them into bondage” (Alma 43:8). 
[See the chart at right for parallels:]

As a leader in Nephite and Lamanite conflicts, Moroni can be 
seen as a type of Christ. (Christ is our leader in spiritual 
conflict.) Perhaps Mormon wanted us to see the keys Moroni 
used to secure a Nephite victory. These keys have spiritual 
counterparts the Lord has given to assist us in our spiritual 
warfare. These keys include those listed in the [chart at right]:

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING [Alma 43-
53] AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE

    The time of greatest danger and susceptibility to the 
Lamanites was when the Nephites were divided by sin, internal 
dissent, and contention (see Alma 51:16, 53:9).
    Despite the wickedness of some of the Nephites, the people 
of Nephi were preserved because of the “prayers of the 
righteous” (Alma 62:40). When there were no righteous 
people, the Nephite society dissolved (see Helaman 6:38-40).
    The Nephites were victorious because of the faith, 
commitment, and testimony of the “two thousand stripling 
soldiers” (Alma 53:22). These soldiers performed “every word 
of command with exactness” (Alma 57:21), were “true at all 
times” Alma 53:20), and “put their trust in God continually” 
(Alma 57:27).
    Despite perilous times, “there never was a happier time 
among the people of Nephi, since the days of Nephi, than in 
the days of Moroni” (Alma 50:23).


