Houston Texas Temple was dedicated August 26th, 2000.
Do you know who came here to dedicate it? President Gordon B. Hinckley
Who’s house is this? The Savior, Jesus Christ. 129 Operating Temples, 9 under construction, 8 announced = 146 in next few years

Our Houston temple is the 97th temple to be built in the Latter-days

Let’s walk around the temple and learn some more things.

See the beautiful Grounds of the temple. All temples are surrounded by beautiful trees, plants.

Holiness to the Lord
On every temple, these words are written. Can you find them on our Houston temple?
There is a story of a man named John Rowe Moyle, a master of stonework who came west with the earliest handcart companies in 1846.  He settled in Alpine Utah, which was nearly 22 miles away from downtown Salt Lake City.  He was called to be a stone mason on the Salt Lake Temple.  In order to fulfill his calling, and to be to work by 8:00 in the morning, every Monday Brother Moyle would wake up at 2:00 a.m., and begin his long walk over the hill, and through the valley to the temple of the Lord.

He would spend the week in Salt Lake, working on the temple, and then on Friday, at 5:00 p.m., he would start the long walk home, where he would tend to the duties of his farm over the weekend.

One weekend, while tending to his farm, he was kicked as one of his cows bolted while milking, resulting in a compound fracture to his leg.  In the lack of any sophisticated medical help at the time, the only available solution for his injury was amputation.  His family and friends removed a door from its hinges, and strapped him onto it, and then removed his leg with a hacksaw.

As soon as he was able, once he could sit up in bed, he took a piece of wood, and using his carving skills, carved an artificial limb for himself so that such a little thing like the loss of a leg would not prevent him from walking each week to work on the temple.

As soon as he was able to stand the pain from walking on his stub leg, he again journeyed to the temple, and resumed his work, which he did for many years to come.

Amongst other stone work, Brother Moyle was responsible for carving the “Holiness to the Lord” stone upon the east side of the temple (images below).

Touch the temple - ‘Remember that this day you touched the temple. One day you will enter this door.’ Elder Monson has said, ‘As we touch the temple, the temple will touch us.’ The Master, Jesus Christ, welcomes the little children to His side and says: “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.” 
Fountains

Temples also have many fountains representing living water. Christ is also known as Living Water. This is because we can live forever since he performed the atonement for each of us and died for all of us and was resurrected for us. We all can live forever.
Angel Moroni
Why is the angel Moroni on Latter-day Saint temples? The primary reason is because of his tremendous significance in the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, the preparation of the prophet Joseph Smith, and the restoration of the Church of Jesus Christ in its fullness to the earth.

After being placed on the Salt Lake Temple after its completion in 1893, the statue of the angel Moroni has since been placed on many other LDS temples. It has become an unofficial symbol for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is recognized throughout the world.

Latter-day Saints consider Revelation 14:6 to be a reference to the Angel Moroni when John recorded, “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”

Flowers – Again, you see such color and beautiful flowers on the temple grounds reminding us of the beauty of the temple.

Before we enter, remember that everyone who works or serves in the temple wears all White. The color white represents purity. When you enter to do work for those who have died and later to do work for yourself, you will be dressed all in white too.
